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Reading Teachers = Reading Pupils Tell Me Pedagogy
The following questions can be used to support book talk using the Tell Me approach. The four basic questions should be followed up by further general and special questions.

Likes
Was there anything you liked about the book?
Possible follow up prompts / questions:
· Was there anything that especially caught your attention?
· Was it what you expected it to be?
· Was there anything you liked about the characters?
· Which character interested you the most? Why do you think that is?
· Tell me about your favourite parts.
· Is there anything you would have liked more of?
· Do you know anyone who you think might like this book? What might you say to them about the book?
· Now we have heard everyone’s likes, is there anything you have heard that surprised you or you would like to talk more about?

Dislikes
Was there anything you didn’t like about the book?
Follow up prompts / questions:
· Were there any parts that bored you or were less interesting?
· Were you disappointed with anything?
· If the writer asked you if anything could be improved, what would you say?
· If you had written this book, how might you have made it better?
· Can you see how that might be important to the story even if you didn’t like it?
· Were there any characters you wanted to know more about? How might that have changed the story for you?

Puzzles
Was there anything that puzzled you in this book?
Follow up prompts / questions:
· Was there anything you didn’t understand?
· Was there anything you’d never found in a book before?
· Did you notice anything that seemed out of place or didn’t seem to fit with the rest of the story?
· Is there anything you’d like to ask the author about his book?
· Is there anything you’d like to ask any of the characters?
· How long did it take the story to happen do you think?
· Was there anything that felt unfinished to you? 
· Are there any other questions you have about the book?

Patterns
Were there any patterns / any connections that you noticed?
Follow up prompts / questions:
· Tell me anything you noticed about the language used in the book?
· Were there any words or phrases that you noticed a lot?
· Did the language stay the same or did it change throughout?
· Were there any ideas or images or symbols that were used throughout the book?
· What about the structure of the book? Did you notice anything about that?
· Was the story chronological or was it told in a different order? Why might that be?
· Whose story is this? What makes you think that?
· Has anything in this story ever happened to you or anyone you know?
· Does this book remind you of any other books you’ve read? What was similar?
· What about anything you’ve watched?
· What do you think the main themes of this book are?
· What might the writer have wanted us to learn? What do you think the messages are?
· What are the different stories in this book do you think?
These questions are not designed to be used as a script, but as can be used to draw out responses from pupils.
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